January 12, 2016 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes

City of Blue Ridge

480 West First Street e Blue Ridge, Georgia ¢ (706)632-2091

City of Blue Ridge
Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall
480 West First Street
January 12, 2016 at 6:00PM

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener

Council Members Angie Arp, Harold Herndon,
Rodney Kendall, Bruce Pack and Rhonda Thomas
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Call Meeting to Order:
Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:
Council Member Bruce Pack offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Meeting Rules of Procedures:
Mayor Whitener announced that a copy of the Rules of Procedures was available at the Council
desk.

Approval of Minutes:
There were no minutes available to approve at this time.

CDBG Orchard Blvd Project:

The Mayor and Council were provided a letter from Department of Community Affairs
Representative Joanie Perry (attached) containing the City of Blue Ridge’s official score for the
FY2015 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application. Mayor Whitener read the
scores aloud. Mayor Whitener and Council Member Angie Arp briefly discussed engineered
plans. Mayor Whitener stated that Carter & Sloope has already done an environmental on the
project. Council Member Rodney Kendall stated that it was good for a year. Council Member Arp
questioned the section of Angela Steedley’s contract that mentions paying her firm $7,500 for
an environmental review (contract attached). Mayor Whitener stated that if she was not
mistaken Carter and Sloope Representative Matt Smith has told her that the City has already
gotten an environmental for this project but that she would need to check. The time limit
expired. There was discussion about resubmitting the application in 2016 and improving the
City’s scores. The Council agreed on improving the lesser of the scores first. Council Member
Angie Arp asked if the Council wanted to approve the contract contingent upon the removal of
the section about the environmental review since they believe that it has already been done and
because it appears that it is only done for an additional bonus point. Council Member Rodney
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6)

7)

8)

9)

480 West First Street ¢ Blue Ridge, Georgia ¢ (706)632-2091

Kendall made a motion to extend the time for further discussion. The motion was seconded by
Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member
Rodney Kendall made a motion to resubmit the CDBG grant with the exception of the
environmental review and that the section may be revisited later. The motion was seconded by
Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Planning Commission Recommendation in reference to GWG Investments, Inc.:

The Mayor and Council previously received the Planning Commission Recommendation in
reference to GWG Investments, Inc. (attached) at a Council Meeting held on January 5, 2016.
Mayor Whitener read the recommendation aloud. The recommendation is to rezone a tract of
land (property parcel number 0052 110) from R-2 (Medium Residential) to C-2 (General
Commercial). Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to accept the recommendation
of the Planning Commission (which includes a minor land use map amendment).The motion was
seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-0 with Council Member
Rodney Kendall abstaining. There was discussion among the Mayor and Council about the land
use map amendment. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion “to change the zoning
map ordinance which is attached to the next section, an ordinance for rezoning that parcel”. The
motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-0 with Council
Member Rodney Kendall abstaining. Motion carried.

Zoning Map Ordinance Amendment (First Reading):

The Mayor and Council found a typo in the ordinance and asked that the Tax Parcel 0051 110 be
changed to 0052 110. City Clerk Kelsey Ledford stated that she would take care of that
correction. Mayor Whitener read the first paragraph of the ordinance aloud. Council Member
Rhonda Thomas made a motion to accept the first reading of the Zoning Map Ordinance
Amendment. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted
5-0. Motion carried.

Red Flag Ordinance (Second Reading and Adoption):

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to accept the second reading and adopt the
Red Flag Ordinance (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas.
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Abandonment of Willingham Circle:

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford explained the recommendation of the City Attorney in regards to the
abandonment of Willingham Circle. The Mayor and Council discussed the abandonment and the
value of the property. The Council agreed to allow the Mayor to negotiate a price with the
adjacent property owner.
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